
The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941–1995

Myth, Memories, and Monuments

The siege of Leningrad constituted one of the most dramatic episodes
of World War II, one that individuals and the state began to commemo-
rate almost immediately. Official representations of “heroic Leningrad”
omitted and distorted a great deal. Nonetheless, survivors struggling to
cope with painful memories often internalized, even if they did not
completely accept, the state’s myths, and they often found their own
uses for the state’s monuments. Tracing the overlap and interplay of
individual memories and fifty years of Soviet mythmaking, this book
contributes to understandings of both the power of Soviet identities
and the delegitimizing potential of the Soviet Union’s chief legitimizing
myths. Because besieged Leningrad blurred the boundaries between the
largely male battlefront and the predominantly female home front, it
offers a unique vantage point for a study of the gendered dimensions of
the war experience, urban space, individual memory, and public com-
memoration.

Lisa A. Kirschenbaum is an associate professor of history at West
Chester University of Pennsylvania. She is the author of Small
Comrades: Revolutionizing Childhood in Soviet Russia, 1917–1932
(2001). She is the recipient of a fellowship from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities and grants from the Kennan Institute for
Advanced Russian Studies of the Woodrow Wilson Center. She has
published articles in Slavic Review and Nationalities Papers, and she
has contributed to the Women’s Review of Books.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521863260 - The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941-1995: Myth, Memories, and
Monuments
Lisa A. Kirschenbaum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521863260
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad,
1941–1995

Myth, Memories, and Monuments

LISA A. KIRSCHENBAUM
West Chester University of Pennsylvania

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521863260 - The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941-1995: Myth, Memories, and
Monuments
Lisa A. Kirschenbaum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521863260
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, ny 10013-2473, usa

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521863261

c© Lisa A. Kirschenbaum 2006

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2006

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Kirschenbaum, Lisa A.
The legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941–1995 : myth, memories,
and monuments / Lisa A. Kirschenbaum.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 0-521-86326-0 (hardback)
1. Saint Petersburg (Russia) – History – Siege, 1941–1944. I. Title.
d764.3.l4.k548 2006
940.54′21721–dc22 2005031818

isbn-13 978-0-521-86326-1 hardback
isbn-10 0-521-86326-0 hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for
the persistence or accuracy of urls for external or
third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such
Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521863260 - The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941-1995: Myth, Memories, and
Monuments
Lisa A. Kirschenbaum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521863260
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


To my parents, Diane and M. Barry Kirschenbaum,

and to the memory of Reginald E. Zelnik (1936–2004)

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521863260 - The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941-1995: Myth, Memories, and
Monuments
Lisa A. Kirschenbaum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521863260
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

List of Illustrations page ix

Preface xi

Introduction 1

part i: making memory in wartime

1. Mapping Memory in St. Petersburg–Petrograd–Leningrad 21

2. The City Scarred: War at Home 42

3. Life Becomes History: Memories and Monuments
in Wartime 77

part ii: reconstructing and remembering the city

4. The City Healed: Historical Reconstruction
and Victory Parks 113

5. The Return of Stories from the City Front 151

6. Heroes and Victims: Local Monuments of the
Soviet War Cult 186

part iii: the persistence of memory

7. Speaking the Unspoken? 231

8. Mapping the Return of St. Petersburg 264

Epilogue: No One Is Forgotten? 287

Index 299

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521863260 - The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941-1995: Myth, Memories, and
Monuments
Lisa A. Kirschenbaum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521863260
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Illustrations

1. The Bronze Horseman, symbol of the city page 23
2. Monument to Vladimir Lenin, the city’s other namesake, at

the Finland Station 32
3. The arch of the General Staff Building on Palace Square 39
4. The Bronze Horseman, protected from bombs and artillery

fire 41
5. Nevskii Prospekt during the winter of 1941–1942 83
6. Palace Square and the Alexander Column in protective

scaffolding 85
7. Cabbage growing in front of St. Isaac’s Cathedral, spring

1942 87
8. Leningrad During the Great Fatherland War exhibition 94
9. The Museum of the Defense and Blockade of Leningrad 96

10. Temporary victory arch constructed near the Kirov Factory,
1945 114

11. No. 68 Nevskii Prospekt 127
12. Warning sign on Nevskii Prospekt, 1944 134
13. Arts Square and the monument to Aleksandr Pushkin 135
14. At the Moskovskii Victory Park, shell craters became

ponds 138
15. Monuments erected in the Moskovskii Victory Park in the

1970s 139

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521863260 - The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941-1995: Myth, Memories, and
Monuments
Lisa A. Kirschenbaum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521863260
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


x Illustrations

16. Monument on site of crematorium, Moskovskii Victory
Park 140

17. Recreated warning sign and commemorative plaque on
Nevskii Prospekt 188

18. Small commemorative plaque on the Church of the Savior
on the Blood marking still-visible artillery damage 190

19. The Mother-Motherland statue at Piskarevskoe
Cemetery 198

20. The eternal flame at the Monument to Revolutionary
Fighters on the Field of Mars 201

21. The view from the eternal flame at Piskarevskoe Memorial
Cemetery 203

22. Civilian graves at Piskarevskoe Cemetery, marked with a
hammer and sickle and a year 204

23. Easels with names and commemorative plaques around the
periphery of the Piskarevskoe memorial 207

24. Female metalworkers on the Monument to the Heroic
Defenders of Leningrad 218

25. Male soldiers and sailors on the Monument to the Heroic
Defenders of Leningrad 219

26. “The Home Guard” on the Monument to the Heroic
Defenders of Leningrad, which includes a young female
medic 219

27. A sniper and a girl embracing on the Monument to the
Heroic Defenders of Leningrad 220

28. Leningraders building barricades and digging trenches on
the Monument to the Heroic Defenders of Leningrad 221

29. Obelisk and “The Victors” on the Monument to the Heroic
Defenders of Leningrad 222

30. The words “900 nights” and the broken ring at the
Monument to the Heroic Defenders of Leningrad 223

31. “The Blockade” at the Monument to the Heroic Defenders
of Leningrad 224

32. The Blockade Church, under construction in 2001 283

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521863260 - The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad, 1941-1995: Myth, Memories, and
Monuments
Lisa A. Kirschenbaum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521863260
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Preface

In August 1991, a small group of Communist diehards launched a coup
against Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. I happened to be in Moscow
at the time, and I learned of the coup when a neighbor, who had been lis-
tening to the radio, banged on my door and let me know that we were now
living in a state of emergency. Over the next three days, I was an eyewit-
ness to the opposition to the coup that centered on the White House, the
headquarters of the government of the Russian Federation, and its newly
elected president, Boris Yeltsin. I read the broadsides and leaflets produced
to fill the gap left by the absence of regular newspapers. I watched the
plotters’ televised press conference. I listened to a parade of dignitaries –
including Yeltsin, Elena Bonner, and Evgenii Evtushenko – make speeches
from the balcony of the White House. I saw an elderly woman admonish-
ing young soldiers perched on armored vehicles along Kalinin Prospekt.
I lent a hand in efforts to build a barricade on Manezh Square.

It was during those three days that the seeds of this project were
planted. The sense that we were living through and, in a small but not
unimportant way, making history was ubiquitous, largely unquestioned,
and a bit unnerving. Events looked more threatening, more dramatic,
and especially more coherent on CNN than they had on the steps of the
Russian White House. All the same, what I read and saw on television
immediately became part of my memory of those days. I left Moscow the
day after the coup ended, fascinated by how people come to represent
and understand their life stories as part of history. Eventually my interest
in this process led to the Great Fatherland War, a formative moment in
the nation’s history and in the life histories of the people who fought and
suffered in it.

xi
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translations are my own, except where noted.
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